PEE.                          457
probably to be taken in the ordinary sense : at least we find about A.D. 46, "the Presbyters" of Jerusalem are spoken of as distinct from the Apostles, and before this, Paul and Barnabas had " ordained  Presbyters in every Church''they revisited.    About A.D. 56, Paul sent for " the  Presbyters of the Church" of Ephesus; and we afterwards read of Bishops or Presbyters at Philippi: and the directions to Timothy and Titus for their ordination in every city: the exhortation of St. Peter'to "the Presbyters;" and of St. James, " is any one sick among you, let him send for the Presbyters of the Church:" suffice to prove the general ordination  of Presbyters by the Apostles.     The  office  of Presbyters, like  that  of Bishops, consisted in "feeding the Church of GOD/'and overseeing it; exhorting and convincing the gainsayers by sound doctrine.    Being invested with the power of teaching, they also possessed authority in controversies. The Church of Antioch sent to Jerusalem to consult the Apostles and " Presbyters" on the question of circumcision : and we rind afterwards that heretics were sometimes condemned by the judgment of Presbyters, as well as Bishops, in councils.    They possessed in their degree the power of remitting or retaining sins by absolution, and by spiritual censures.    They must, even at the beginning, have had the power of baptizing and celebrating the the Eucharist, of performing other rites, and offering up public prayers in the absence of the Apostles, or by their permision; and the institution of Bishops in every Church by the Apostles only restrained the ordinary exercise of these powers.    We know in particular from St. James, that Presbyters had authority to visit the sick and offer prayers, anointing them with oil for the recovery of their health.    From the time of the Apostles, the office of public leaching in the  Church, and  of administering the Sacraments, was always performed by the Bishop, unless in cases of great necessity.    The power of spiritual jurisdiction in each Church, of regulating its affairs generally, and especially its discipline, was shared by the Bishop with the Presbyters, who also instructed and admonished the people in private.    The Presbyters sat on seats or thrones at the East end of the church, and the Bishop on a higher throne in the midst of them.    In some